
 

 

CIXIV 

TRANSITIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS 

SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 

OFFICIAL REPORT 
ST. LOUIS, MO 

 AUGUST 25, 2016    
 

M   I   N   U   T   E   S 
 

 
The Special Administrative Board (SAB) of the Transitional School District of the City 
of St. Louis met on the date noted above at the Administrative Building, 801 North 11th 
Street, Room 108, St. Louis, MO 63101. Those in attendance were Mr. Rick Sullivan, 
Dr. Melanie Adams, Mr. Richard Gaines, Superintendent Dr. Kelvin R. Adams, Ms. 
Ruth Lewis and the District’s legal counsel, Jeffrey St. Omer of Mickes O’Toole, LLC.   
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Mr. Sullivan called the meeting to order at 6PM on the following roll call. 
 
 
AYE: Dr. Melanie Adams, Mr. Richard Gaines, Mr. Rick Sullivan  
 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
 
The Board and audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

STUDENT/STAFF RECOGNITIONS 

None presented this meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Elected Board member William “Bill” Monroe provided comments in response to 
published reports about lead contamination found in the drinking fountains in several 
of the District’s schools.  Mr. Monroe stated he recalls as early as April 3, 2015 he 
brought this subject matter to the attention of the SAB.  He stated he feels the SAB 
failed the children and has not been good stewards to the community by not checking 
the aging pipes back in 2015 as he suggested. Mr. Monroe stated when you see the 
problem in Flint, Michigan and the damage lead causes black children, then why 
wouldn’t the SAB make testing a top priority. He stated in his community this is 
considered as “foot dragging”.    
 
Mr. Danny Flowers came before the board seeking assistance.  Mr. Flowers is a 
recently retired teacher from the District after 25 years of services with his last school 
of assignment being Beaumont High School. He reported prior to his retirement of the 
final semester during the early morning hours, his vehicle parked outside in front of 
Beaumont School was broken into causing extensive financial damage. Mr. Flowers 
reported he was advised by district personnel that since his vehicle was parked in 
front of Beaumont School instead of on the premises of Beaumont School, the theft 
was not covered under Board policy. He cited several reasons that surrounded safety 
factors and management of his teacher responsibilities as to why he parked in front of 
Beaumont instead of on the back premises of Beaumont. He asked the Board for a 
clear understanding as to why he couldn’t get help for the damages to his car.   
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Sullivan called for a motion and a second to approve the June 22, 2016 regular 
meeting minutes.  On a motion by Dr. M. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the 
following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve the June 22, 2016 regular meeting 
minutes. 
 

AYE: Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Sullivan 
ABSTAIN:  Mr. Gaines (Did not attend/participate in the 6-22-16 open session meeting.)  

NAY: None 
 
The motion passed. 
 
Mr. Sullivan called for a motion and a second to approve the July 7, 2016, regular meeting 
minutes. On a motion by Dr. M. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Gaines, on the following roll 
call vote, the Board voted to approve the July 7, 2016 regular meeting minutes. 
 
AYE: Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan 
NAY: None 
 
The motion passed. 
 
Mr. Sullivan called for a motion and a second to approve the July 26, 2016 regular 
meeting minutes.  On a motion by Dr. M. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Gaines, on the 
following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve the July 26, 2016 regular meeting 
minutes. 
 
AYE: Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan 
NAY: None 
 
The motion passed. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
Mr. Roger CayCe, Deputy Superintendent of Operations, St. Louis Public Schools (SLPS) 
and Mr. Jeffry M. Faust of Environmental Consultants, LLC gave the report on the Results 
of Water Testing for Lead Content. In response to national events and increased 
awareness, SLPS authorized Environmental Consultants, LLC to perform lead testing of 
water sources throughout active school buildings.  Attached to these minutes is the report 
in its entirety.  At the conclusion of the report, Mr. Gaines moved on the following:  
 
 

On a motion by Mr. Gaines, and seconded by Dr. M. Adams, on the following roll call 
vote, the Board voted to accept the recommendations of administration as presented in 
remedying the lead containment in water sources throughout active school buildings 
within the District and to immediately authorize expenditures of up to $1M to address the 
issue. And further, if it is found during the course of works additional funding is required 
to any degree, the matter is to come back before the SAB.    
 

AYE:  Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan  

NAY:  None  

 

The motion passed. 
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Mrs. Angie Banks, CFO/Treasurer gave a report on the Tax Anticipation Notes (TANs). 
TANs is a loan to pay operating expenditures until property tax revenues are received. 
This is a common practice in school districts based on the timing of cash flow. The 
District’s need is primarily because of 1) the change in reimbursable grant funding where 
the District now has to spend the money first than request the funds; the General 
Operating Budget is subsidizing the grants in light of #1; 2) an insufficient fund balance; 
and 3) a decrease in the availability of DESEG funds due to programmatic uses such as 
Early Childhood and the St. Louis Plan. The TANs request will come before the SAB at its 
September 26, 2016 meeting. 
 
Superintendent Adams gave the 2016-2017 Back-to-School Report.  

 
Back-to-School Fair (Fair) – This year’s Back-to-School Fair attracted 4,779 attendees 
inclusive of volunteers.  Vendor participation was only 77 because the Fair focus was on 
academic offerings. The numbers for attendees/volunteers for the 2014-2015 year was 
7,311 and vendor participation was 154.  The District did not hold a back-to-school fair 
for the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
Staffing – Reported numbers for teacher new hires was 237 (173 for 15-16 year) and Teach 
for America new hire numbers was 10 (36 for 15-16 year). Teacher separation numbers for 
resignations was 65 (34 for 15-16 year); retirees 4 (4 for 15-16 year); terminations – none (1 for 

15-16 year); and separations – none (1 for 15-16 year). 
 
Reported number for vacancies was:  
 Instructional    89 (94 for 15-16 year) 
 Non-Instructional   27 (11 for 15-16 year) 

 Principal/Assistant Principals 0 (0 for 15-16 year) 
     

 Reported “hard to fill areas” was: 
 Foreign Language 3 (4 for 15-16 year) 

 Secondary Math   10 (11 for 15-16 year) 

 Science     13 (10 for 15-16 year) 

  ESOL       0 (7 for 15-16 year) 

 Special Ed    11 (11 for 15-16 year) 

 Career & Tech Ed     3 (7 for 15-16 year) 

 Music     14  (None for 15-16 year) 

  
Transportation – Buses and On-Time Performance -  A total of 277 buses service the 
2016-2017 school year - three buses fewer than last year due to a reduction in students 
eligible for transportation services.  There was a minor reduction in on-time performance 
due to the PM loading time at 2nd Tier schools; adjustments were made to decrease load 
time. On-time performance for the first four days of school was: 
 
 Day 1  71%  (69% 15-16 year) Day 3 90%  (91% 15-16 year) 
 Day 2  85% (87% 15-16 year) Day 4 91% (94% 15-16 year)  

 
Call Center – Transportation calls - There was a significant reduction in total calls due to 
proactive responses to issues which eliminated repeated calls. 

  
 

 Stop Inquiries  37% (40% 15-16 year) 
  Address Changes 3% (4% 15-16 year) 

  Bus Status  56% (52% 15-16 year)  

  Complaints  3% (3% 15-16 year)  
  Other   1% (1% 15-16 year) 

 



 

             PAGE - 4 - 
AUGUST 25, 2016 SAB MEETING - MINUTES 

Call Center - General calls -  The general call center was in operations for 9 days (11 

days 15-16 year) receiving a total of 6,804 calls (9,721 for 15-16 year).   

 
Food Service – Meal Rates – Because of the Community Eligibility program where all 
students eat free, numbers remain steady.  The breakfast participate rate was at 51% 
(54% 15-16 year) and lunch was at 83% (81% 15-16 year).  

 
Enrollment -  Staff ambassadors were assigned to each school for the first three days, 
August 17th through August 19th spending 3 to 4 hours each day to support school 
needs. District leaders met each day to review reported data of that given day and 
addressed problems for a smoother transition the following day.  Enrollment numbers for 
the first 5 days of school are as follows.  
 

  8/17 - 19,691 (20,890 15-16 year) 8/22 - 22,460  (23,524 15-16 year)  
    8/18 -  21,332 (22,484 15-16 year) 8/23 - 22,897 (23,617 15-16 year)  

 8/19 - 21,801 (23,138 15-16 year) 

 
Members entertained questions/comments after each report.   
 

BUSINESS ITEMS:      
 CONSENT AGENDA   
 
Mr. Sullivan called for a motion and a second to approve Resolution Numbers 08-25-16-
01 through 08-25-16-19.  On a motion by Dr. M. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Gaines, on 
the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve Resolution Numbers 08-25-16-01 

through 08-25-16-19. 
 
AYE: Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan  

NAY: None    
 
   
The motion passed. 

 
(08-25-16-01)   To ratify and approve the acceptance of a Certificate of 
Donation from Feed The Children for 35,000 books received during the 2015-2016 
school year at an amount valued at $261,408.43.  
 
(08-25-16-02)  To ratify and approve a contract with the University of Missouri-
St. Louis for the period of July 1, 2015 through June 20, 2016 to provide the Dual 
Credit Courses for select 9th through 12th grade students at Carnahan, Central VPA, 
Cleveland NJROTC, Clyde C Miller, Collegiate @Wyman, Gateway STEM, McKinley, 
Metro, Northwest Academy of Law, Roosevelt, Soldan, Sumner and Vashon High 
Schools at a total combined cost not to exceed $53,000.  
 
(08-25-16-03)  To approve the acceptance of the monetary incentive award 
from the USDA Healthier US Challenge in the amount of $1,500 to be distributed 
evenly to Oak Hill and Walbridge Elementary Schools and Yeatman-Lindell 
Preparatory School as the Missouri winners of the Recognizing Excellence in Nutrition 
and Physical Activity. Each school will receive $500.  
 
(08-25-16-04)  To approve the acceptance of grant funding in the amount of 
$24,733.40 from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education - Food and 
Nutrition Services under the 2016 National School Lunch Program Equipment 
Assistance Grant for Carnahan, Roosevelt, Soldan, and Sumner High Schools and 
Humboldt Elementary School.  
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(08-25-16-05)  To approve the renewal of the St. Louis Public Schools’ group 
benefit cost for plan year 2017 that includes Medical/Pharmacy, Dental, Vision, Short 
Term/Long Term Disability and Life/Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance. 
The estimated renewal is based on 3,555 active employees or $678.86 per employee 
per month for an estimated $28,960,056 annually.  
 
(08-25-16-06)  To approve a contract renewal with Sunfarm Food Service to 
provide the fresh produce for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program for the period 
August 26, 2016 through May 25, 2017 at a cost not to exceed $500,000. This is the 
third year of a four-year renewal option.  
 
(08-25-16-07)  To approve a contract renewal with Project Lead the Way to 
provide software, networking and scholarship opportunities for students and 
professional learning opportunities for instructors for the period August 31, 2016 
through June 30, 2017 at a cost not to exceed $6,500.  

 
(08-25-16-08)  To approve the renewal of an Agency Agreement with 
Springboard to work collaboratively with the District to establish a partnership to 
increase academic achievement through visual and performing arts for the period 
August 26, 2016 through June 30, 2017. A cost associated under this agreement will 
not exceed $125,000. 
  
 
(08-25-16-09)  To approve a contract with Frontline Technologies Group LLC 
for the Online Observation Tool, My Learning Plan OASYS for the period August 26, 
2016 through June 30, 2017 at a cost not to exceed $25,000.  
 
(08-25-16-10)  To approve a contract with the Center for the Collaborative 
Classroom for the 2016-2017 school year for the purchase of the Systematic 
Instruction in Phonological Awareness, Phonics and Sight Words program at a total 
combined cost not to exceed $30,000.  
 
(08-25-16-11)  To approve a contract with Heinemann for the 2016-2017 
school year for the purchase of the Leveled Literacy Intervention program materials, 
the progress monitoring assessment along with the professional development for 28 
focus and priority schools at a total combined cost not to exceed $210,000.  
 
(08-25-16-12)  To approve a contract with Explore Learning for the 2016-2017 
school year to provide the on-line Reflex Mathematics intervention program along with 
the professional development at a total combined cost not to exceed $25,000.  
 
(08-25-16-13)  To approve a contract with McGraw-Hill Education for the 
2016-2017 year for the purchase of the on-line differentiated mathematics program, 
Aleks along with the professional development for 10 school sites yet to be determined 
at a total combined cost not to exceed $60,000.  
 
(08-25-16-14)  To approve the renewal of a Memorandum of Understanding 
with Craft Alliance to provide opportunities for students to learn about contemporary 
art crafts that goes beyond the traditional classroom art experience for the period 
August 26, 2016 through June 30, 2017.  
 
(08-25-16-15)  To approve a Memorandum of Understanding with BJC 
Healthcare's program Healthy Kids Express to provide medical services district-wide 
as assigned via mobile vans for the period August 26, 2016 through June 30, 2017.  
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(08-25-16-16)  To approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Saint Louis 
Community College to place interns from the Community Health Worker/Advocate 
program in District schools district-wide to assist the school nurse and other members 
of the Student Support Services Team with case management and assistive services 
for families in the areas of access to health services, truancy, and basic needs 
assistance for the period August 26, 2016 through June 30, 2017.  
 
(08-25-16-17)  To approve the renewal of a Memorandum of Understanding 
with The Green House Venture to expand the cooperation between The Green House 
Venture to conduct mutually beneficial programs, projects and activities, consistent 
with the missions of both organizations, as well as to facilitate the school's participation 
in the Urban Educational Alliance District for the period of August 26, 2016 through 
June 30, 2017.  
 
(08-25-16-18)  To approve the Articles of Agreements for Articulation of 
course works in Accounting, Biotechnology, Culinary Arts, Early Care and Education, 
Emergency Medical Technician, Engineering Technology, Hospitality Arts, and 
Information Systems with St. Louis Community College for the articulation of course 
works taken in high schools by students who plan to enroll in Career and Technical 
Education programs for the period September 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. This 3-
year partnership will be submitted each academic year for renewal.  
 
(08-25-16-19)  To approve the 2016-2017 school year purchase of visual art 
materials, replacement parts, contest materials, and student transportation services for 
all school buildings to meet the identified needs of art classrooms at a total cost not to 
exceed $80,000.  Vendors to be used for these purchases are School Specialty, Blick 
Art Materials, Classroom Direct, First Student, Paramount, Krueger Pottery, Nasco, 
Sax Arts and Crafts, and Schiller's Photography.  

 
Mr. Sullivan called for a motion and a second to approve Resolution Number 08-25-16-20.  
On a motion by Dr. M. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Gaines, on the following roll call vote, 
the Board voted to approve Resolution Number 08-25-16-20. 
 
AYE: Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan  

NAY: None    
 
   
The motion passed. 

 
(08-25-16-20)  To approve a Memorandum of Understanding with the Chess 
Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis to provide chess education in up to 70 
schools, yet to be identified for the period August 26, 2016 through June 30, 2017.  

 
Mr. Sullivan called for a motion and a second to approve Resolution Number 08-25-16-21.  
On a motion by Dr. M. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Gaines, on the following roll call vote, 
the Board voted to approve Resolution Number 08-25-16-21. 
 
AYE: Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan  

NAY: None    
 
   
The motion passed. 

 

(08-25-16-21)  To approve the amendment of Board Resolution Number 05-
19-16-37, a contract renewal with Renaissance Learning to increase the amount by 
$150,000 to include the STAR Mathematics Assessments to be administered District-
wide. The contract period remains the same, July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. If 
approved, the total amount for these services will be $400,000. 
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Mr. Sullivan called for a motion and a second to approve Resolution Number 08-25-16-22.  
On a motion by Dr. M. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Gaines, on the following roll call vote, 
the Board voted to approve Resolution Number 08-25-16-22. 
 
AYE: Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan  

NAY: None    
 
   
The motion passed. 

 
(08-25-16-22)  To ratify and approve a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Missouri National Education Association St. Louis (School Nurses) and 
the Special Administrative Board of the Transitional School District of the City of St. 
Louis, MO regarding the 2014-2016 Policy Statement Extension to June 30, 2017. 

 
 
BOARD MEMBER UPDATE(S) 
After a 9-year term, Dr. Melanie Adams announced her resignation as a member of the 
Special Administrative Board.  Dr. Adams will be relocating to St. Paul, Minnesota where 
she has accepted a position as senior director of guest experience and educational 
services at the Minnesota Historical Society. Dr. Adams thanked fellow SAB members Mr. 
Richard Gaines and Mr. Rick Sullivan. She stated the SAB worked wonderfully together. 
The SAB did a lot of great work over the years and one of those things was the hiring of 
Superintendent Dr. Kelvin R. Adams. Members didn’t’ always agree, but it was mutual 
respect for one another and holding to the mission of what was best for the St. Louis 
Public Schools. Since moving to St. Louis over 20 years ago Dr. Adams has been an 
activate participant of the St. Louis Public Schools from serving as a volunteer to an 
administrative leader over the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation.  Dr. Adams extended 
a thanks to staff, teachers and to those students she met along the way. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business before the Board, on a motion by Dr. M. Adams and 
seconded by Mr. Gaines on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to adjourn at 
7:09PM. 
 
 
AYE: Dr. M. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan  

NAY: None    
   

The motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Per the Missouri Sunshine Law, recordings are public record and therefore are available for public inspection. 
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